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Traffic concerns lead to changes in site proposal


By Michael Hewlett
JOURNAL REPORTER
The developer of Brookberry Farm off Meadowlark Drive has cut in half the amount of retail space proposed for the development.

Plans had first called for 800,000 square feet of retail space over 100 acres in the southeast part of the property, said Gary Roberts, a city-county planner.

New site plans submitted to the City-County Planning Department last week call for about 390,000 square feet of retail. Most of that will still be in the southeast section, though some will be mixed with houses elsewhere in the development.

Planners had worried that too much retail might increase traffic on Meadowlark, Roberts said.

The planning board was to have reviewed a request from the developer, Crowder McChesney & -- Associates, to rezone the property in August from residential to mixed-use development. That was postponed until October to give the developer time to answer a number of questions from planners, largely related to traffic.

The new site plan includes more ways into and out of the property as well as fewer cul-de-sacs, which Roberts said would give the development more of a neighborhood feel. It eliminates an entrance into the property off Meadowlark near the elementary and middle schools there.

The developer wants to build about 600 single-family houses, multifamily housing and shops on the 795-acre site.

The first phase of building would include 100 to 150 houses.

Roberts said that the planning staff will analyze the new site plans over the next month and talk to the developer about the changes. 

Planners are concerned about the level of commercial development proposed, he said.

The Legacy Comprehensive Plan envisioned a metro activity center, or commercial hub, on Robinhood Road near the north end of Meadowlark. The commercial part of the Brookberry Farm - at the south end of Meadowlark - may change that, Roberts said. 

Planners and the developer have begun discussions about that issue, he said.

Forsyth County commissioners will consider final action on the development after the planning board makes a recommendation.
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